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the presence of the above-mentioned refugees. I can state that accord- 
ing to the official returns, which I have seen in the municipal office of 
this town, generally 30 per cent of the total number of deaths are due 
to tuberculosis. Eight per cent are due to carcinomatous growths. 

Three or four weeks since a few typhoid fever cases were observed, 
and very few among them proved fatal. It is to be hoped that we will 
not have to deal with an epidemic of typhoid fever, which would be 
a dreadful evil. Drains do not exist in Athens. There exists here 
the system of cesspools and pits. The water also is not very good as to 
quality, and far from being abundant. As a consequence the main 
streets only are watered and that only once or twice a day. With the 
slightest wind all the town is covered with thick clouds of dust, to 
which very probably is due the large number of deaths from phthisis. 

Spiridion C. Zavitziano, 
United States Sanitary Commissioner to the International Sanitary Commis- 
sion at Constantinople. 

GUATEMALA. 
Quarantine against yellow fever. 

Guatemala, June 12, 1897. 

Sib : I have to report to you the fact that all vessels arriving here 
from Panama are quarantined. 

As the Department already knows, the consul-general reported that 
yellow fever existed there. 

The first vessel on which there were several deaths was the City of 
Para. She arrived with the captain down with fever. The vessel was 
allowed to clear and proceeded to Acapulco. The captain died a few 
days out from here. His name was Morteson. 

When this became known there was considerable apprehension and 
uneasiness, owing to the fact that the Pacific Mail Steamship Com- 
pany's general agent, Col. W. P. Tisdell, had denied the fact that Cap- 
tain Morteson's case was one of fever, and had virtually attempted to 
conceal all the facts from the public. 

The Government of this Eepublic has given an order to the port 
physician to quarantine all vessels from the south whenever there is 
sickness on board. 

The Acapulco arrived a few days ago, and lost 2 of her crew and 2 
of her passengers since leaving Panama, and also had 4 cases of sick- 
ness among the crew and passengers when she arrived. She was imme- 
diately ordered into quarantine for seven days, and is still in port ; not 
even the mails having been allowed to land, so far. The San Jose is 
also undergoing quarantine at San Jose, having lost her chief engineer 
from fever on her way to Panama. 

I have not been able to obtain a copy of the order which was given 
to the health officer of the port, but as soon as I procure one I will 
forward it. 

Great hardship must arise necessarily, from the fact that the passen- 
gers, and in fact everyone, are kept on the ship at about 3 miles off- 
shore in the open ocean ; it is often very rough, and in the day is 
exceedingly hot. If this Government proposes to enforce quarantine 
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laws, in my opinion it should provide a lazaretto, where, at least, the 
people could be taken upon shore. 
I will report more fully upon the subject later on. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

D. Lynch Pringle, 
United States Consul- General. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

japan. 

Smallpox in Hiogo and Osaka. 

Hiogo, Japan, June 4, 1897. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith for your information, 
translated copies of communications received from the acting chiji 
(governor) of Hiogo Ken and the chiji (governor) of Osaka Fu, the 
former informing me that "smallpox has almost disappeared from 
Giogo (Kobe), and that it is not considered in epidemic form ; " the 
latter informing me that "no cases of smallpox have been reported in 
Osaka during the past nine days (May 25 to June 2, inclusive), and 
that the said disease is not considered in epidemic form." 

In view of this information, I have this day discontinued the enforce- 
ment of the "Quarantine Laws and Eegulations" applicable to a port 
in which smallpox prevails in epidemic form. Paragraph 2 (b) of 
Article II and paragraphs 6 and 7 of Article IV, "Quarantine Laws 
and Eegulations of the United States," April 26, 1894, still obtain. 

I have notified his excellency the United States minister at Tokyo, 
the United States consul general at Kanagawa, and the United States 
consul at Nagasaki of my action in this regard. 

I regret to have to state that this consular district has unfortunately 
been the center of the smallpox epidemic, and that the epidemic has 
lasted longer and caused a larger percentage of deaths among the for- 
eign population here than any previous time during my sojourn at this 
consulate (eleven years). 

In conclusion, I respectfully submit for your information smallpox 
statistics, showing the number of cases and deaths in this consular dis- 
trict (Osaka and Hiogo, Kobe,) since the outbreak of the disease. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Hunter Sharp, 
United States Vice- Consul, in Charge. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary op State. 

[Inclosure No. 1 — Translation.] 

Smallpox in Hiogo, May 2, 1896, to May 29, 1897. 

Hiogo Kencho, Hiogo, June 3, 1897. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication No. 666, 

dated the 1st instant, relative to the prevalence of smallpox in Kobe-Shi, Hiogo Ken. 

In reply, permit me to state that the said disease has almost disappeared, as mentioned in 

your communication above referred to, and that it is not considered in epidemic form. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Chiyosabuko Takeda, 
Secretary, Acting Chiji of Hiogo Ken. 
Hunter Sharp, Esquire, 

Vice-Consul of the United States, in Charge. 



